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"We have a Shaykh, descended from Kabi'at al Faras, who plucks the hairs from his beard in his perplexity:
May God send him an utterance at Meshan, as he has struck him. with dumbness at court."
The point of this lies in the circumstance that Meshan was a place of exile for those who displeased the government at Bagdad, while it was also the site of Hariri's estate, and the district in which he had discharged official duties. According to Ibn Khallikan it was very unhealthy. It appears, also, that Hariri was accustomed to boast of his descent from Kabi'ah, and that when engaged in thought he plucked at his beard. " On his return to Basra he composed ten more Assemblies, and sent them to Bagdad, excusing himself for his former incapacity, by alleging his reverential fear in the Wazir's presence.33 The number of the Assemblies was thus raised to fifty.
From Hariri's preface, from various indications in the Assemblies themselves, and from traditions handed down by the commentators, we can perceive that the author had to meet other objections to his work. If not a plagiary, he was in the opinion of some an incorrect writer; in the opinion of others a person of doubtful piety. The critics spied out defects in his learning or diction; the rigid inveighed against the lightness of his narratives. Long after the Assemblies were completed, the author in his Preface speaks of their origin, and probably referring his present feeling to the epoch when he began to compose, says that he had sought to excuse himself with his patron from such a work, since he knew the envy and opposition that are excited by authorship. He says that he had reminded him of the proverb concern-